
This schedule, where each 
detail of the day is planned 
out, has helped Andy grow 
in holiness.  Andy has 
worked to offer up each 
part of his day to God, like 
St. Therese, so that  òeach 
act of the day, when done 
with love, can bring great 
good.ó 
 
Ben, too, is enjoying life at 
Seton Hall and felt prepared 
for the work from his days 
at St. Ambrose.  òSt. 
Ambrose gave me the aca-
demic preparation to take 
on the rather new and chal-
lenging discipline of study-
ing philosophy and theol-
ogy.ó  He cited St. 
Ambroseõs work load, So-
cratic-style discussions, and 
classical training in logic and 
rhetoric as all key elements 
in helping him hit the 
ground running when he 
got to seminary.  At St. 
Ambrose, Ben said, òI had 
already built up the tools I 
needed to learn.ó 
 
When not in class, Ben en-
joys catching up with his 
fellow seminarians in the 
evenings and praying Night 
Prayer, which he describes 
as òsomething quite moving 
and beautifuló and a òfitting 
endó to his day at seminary.   

Since its start seven years 
ago, St. Ambrose Academy 
has been blessed to send 
two of its 14 graduates to 
seminary.   

Andy Teeter, class of 2009, 
has just begun his first year 
at St. Gregory the Great 
Seminary in Nebraska. Ben 
Emmel, class of 2007, at-
tends Seton Hall Seminary 
in New Jersey.  They re-
cently took time out of their 
busy schedules to talk about 
life in seminary after St. 
Ambrose.  

The transition to seminary 
has been a successful one for 
Andy, and he attributes 
much of his classroom suc-
cess to St. Ambroseõs Latin 
and theology classes.   
òDefinitely the best thing St. 
Ambrose ever gave me were 
my Latin classes,ó said Andy. 
His high school Latin work 
enabled him to skip Latin I, 
freeing up valuable time in 
an otherwise tight sched-
ule. He added,  òI have also 
noticed that the encyclical 
and council documents that 
we read in theology class 
have laid a good foundation 
for all my classes here.ó 
 
Time is indeed precious to 
Andy, who has found that 
the seminaryõs strict sched-

ule has helped him become 
more disciplined, especially 
in his spiritual life.  Andyõs 
day begins with Morning 
Prayer at 6 a.m., followed 
by Mass, classes, and alter-
nate afternoons of library 

work or soccer.  After, he 
arrives early at the chapel to 
pray a rosary before praying 
Evening Prayer with his 
fellow seminarians.  Din-
ner, followed by a spiritual 
conference or occasional 
activity, a homework hour, 
and Night Prayer round out 
the day. 
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Andy Teeter at St. Johnõs in Waunakee  
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Ben Emmel serving at a Chrism Mass  



Huan and Judith Hoang are 
enthusiastic supporters of St. 
Ambrose because they believe 
in the schoolõs mission and in 
its ability to bring that mis-
sion to fruition. 
 
Huan and Judith Hoang first 
learned about St. Ambrose 
from a flyer.  What initially 
attracted the couple to the 
school was its dedication to 
classical education and to the 

teaching and living out of the 
Catholic faith.  
 
Over the years, they have 
found that the school has been 
successful in carrying out its 
mission.  Whenever the cou-
ple sees or hears St. Ambrose 
students, they can tell that 
òthey are actually living out 
what they are learning.ó   
 
Huan and Judith were espe-
cially impressed at a St. 

Ambrose graduation, as they 
listened to the studentsõ 
speeches. òThe students were 
articulate and spoke freely 
about what their education 
and faith means to them,ó  
said Huan. 
 
Huan is a pharmacist and Ju-
dith is at home with daughter 
Michelle, 8, and son Stephen, 
1.5.  The couple hopes to 
send their children to St. 
Ambrose when they are older. 

ST . AMBROSE SUPPORTERS: HUAN  AND  JUDITH  H OANG  

classmates through social 
gatherings offered for chil-
dren on the list and gives 
them the possibility of being 
admitted ahead of other appli-
cants.  Parents can participate 
in the schoolõs mission by 
sharing their input with the 
administration on their chil-
drenõs needs for an education 
in faith.  

The  St. Ambrose annual 
benefit dinner will be on 
December 11th at the Bishop 
OõConnor Center.  Invita-
tions will be sent out soon. 

Please note that the St. 
Ambrose Open House will 
be February 4th. 

 

In order to better plan for 
future class sizes and arrange 
for adequate facilities, St. 
Ambrose has established a 
waiting list.  Interested par-
ents are invited to add the 
names of their children to the 
waiting list at no cost.   

The waiting list helps children 
form friendships with future 

ST . AMBROSE W AITING  LIST 

LATIN  SCHOLA : SINGING  THE GREATEST H ITS FROM PAST 2009 Y EARS 

On December 19th,  starting 
at 1 p.m., local scholas, as 
well as seminarians from 
around the diocese, will come 
together to perform for shop-
pers òthe greatest hits from 
the past 2009 years.ó 

Marilyn also directs the 
Knights of Divine Mercy 
Schola in Pine Bluff with Fr. 
Rick Heilman and has long 
been a fan of chant.  òEven as 
a Methodist teenager, I had an 

album of Gregorian Chant 
and loved it but had no clue 

The beautiful strains of  òTe 
Deum,ó òVeni, Veni Em-
manuel,ó and òPater Nosteró 
can now be heard weekly in 
the halls of St. Ambrose. 

The schoolõs Latin choir, di-
rected by Marilyn Zipsie, 
began in September and is 
currently preparing for its 
Advent engagements, includ-
ing  a Friday Mass at St. Tho-
mas Aquinas Parish and a joint 
chant event at Hilldale Mall.   
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SAA Waiting List 

How to join:  

Go to                        
ambroseacademy.org 

select òWaiting Listó 
from the 

òAdmissionsó menu. 

The Hoang Family  

in Saigon, Vietnam 

SAVE  THE  D ATE  

St. 
Ambrose 

schola with 

director 

Marilyn 

Zipsie 

who would be  singing 
it!ó  


