
Ambrose teacher and par-

ent, was next to speak, 

giving a moving testimony 

about her experience of 

being won over by St. 

Ambrose, where she saw a 

school community striving 

for the highest personal, 

academic and spiritual goals. 

 

Msgr. Bartylla, former Voca-

tions Director for the Madison 

Diocese, spoke next, referring 

to St. Ambrose as an 

ñacademy of vocationsò where 

preparation for the world is 

matched by preparation for 

heaven. "...what I find with St. 

Ambrose,ò said Msgr. Bar-

tylla, ñis they prepare them for 

a professional career in a very 

good way with the academics 

and so on, but they are also 

helping them to find their hap-

piness in their vocation.ò  He 

added, ñSo Iôm very grateful 

for them.  Itôs not only college 

prep; itôs holiness prep, and 

thatôs something we very 

much need in Catholic 

schools."   

St. Ambrose Academy 

hosted its Third Annual 

Christmas Benefit Din-

ner and Silent Auction 

on Friday, December 11 

at the Bishop OôConnor 

Center.  The eveningôs 

success made the 

schoolôs supportersô spirits 

bright.    

    

Paul Matenaer, Director of 

Development for St. Ambrose, 

was delighted by the turnout. 

ñI think it was a huge success,ò 

he said, noting that over 200 

people attended. ñWe were 

very pleased with the generos-

ity of all those who contributed 

to the dinner, and it gives us 

great hope for the future of the 

school.ò 

 

Almost 200 items were do-

nated to the silent auction, 

ranging from week-long vaca-

tions at summer homes to sym-

phony tickets, handmade 

dresses, a Victorian dollhouse, 

and religious items.  Dinner 

followed, with guests enjoying 

fine cuisine that showcased 

Wisconsinôs rich culinary  

heritage. 

 

Throughout the evening, atten-

dees were treated to presenta-

tions by students, staff, and the 

clergy.  St. Ambrose high 

school students  performed a 

humorous skit written by St. 

Ambrose students.   

 

Next, a St. Ambrose junior 

was interviewed about her 

experience testifying before a 

panel of senators at the state 

capitol in opposition to Senate 

Bill 324, which would prevent 

public schools from adopting 

ñabstinence-onlyò or 

ñabstinence-centeredò health 

programs.   

 

Angela Hineline, a St. 
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SAA B Y  THE  

N UMBERS  

32,000  
Approximate dollars 
brought in by this yearõs 

benefit dinner 

84 
Priestly Masses offered for 

SAA 

126  
Hours of adoration offered 

for SAA 

74  
Prospective students on 
Active Waiting List  

Contact us: 

602 Everglade Dr. 

Madison, WI  53717 

608-827-5863 

www.ambroseacademy.org 

 
W ISH  L IST 

¶ School bus 

¶ Dry erase markers and 
erasers 

¶ Large whiteboard 
stand 

¶ Microscope 

¶ Detailed maps of the 
ancient Mediterranean 

Guests at this yearõs benefit dinner 

The St. Ambrose 

boysô and girlsô 

basketball teams are 

both enjoying won-

derful seasons this 

year. 

Come cheer them on 

at their next home 

game Saturday, Feb-

ruary 20 at the 

Bishop OôConnor 

Center against Rich-

land Christian.  

The boys will play at 

11 am and the girls 

will play at 12:30 

pm. 

Go Guardians! 

Come Catch the St. Ambrose Guardians in Action  



Olivia Smithmier-Bohn gradu-

ated from St. Ambrose Academy 

last May and now attends    

Franciscan University in Steu-

benville, OH.  

Olivia feels that St. Ambrose 

helped prepare her both aca-

demically and spiritually for 

college. 

ñI truly believe that I have been 

able to get the most out of my 

experience at Franciscan Univer-

sity thus far because I worked to 

get the most out of my experi-

ence at St. Ambrose Academy,ò 

said Olivia.  

ñIn all of my classes I've found 

that I've been very well prepared. 

I was admitted into the Honors 

Program at Franciscan which, 

like St. Ambrose, has Socratic-

style dialogue about primary 

texts. Many of the texts on the 

four-year curriculum list I read 

in part or in full at St. Ambrose. 

ñMore importantly still, St. 

Ambrose helped me to grow 

tremendously spiritually. Upon 

arriving at Franciscan, I easily 

fell into a familiar routine of 

daily Mass, regular prayer before 

and after class, and so forth. 

ñCollege is a time filled with 

decisions and discernment - 

something which was discussed 

and practiced at length at St. 

Ambrose, always with loving 

and truthful guidance.  

ñIn all, it has proved a very 

smooth adjustment.  I recall the 

words of one of my teachers as I 

expressed some fear and sadness 

about graduating: óYes, it will be 

a little hard and sad, but you're 

ready.ôò 

Please pray for Olivia and our 

other graduates as they continue 

their studies.  

H OLINESS PREP AT  ST . AMBROSE 

At the end of October the St. 

Ambrose Academy Active Wait-

ing List went on-line at 

www.ambroseacademy.org.  

Already there are 74 prospective 

students on the list, ranging from 

those planning to start school in 

the fall, to infants just a few 

weeks old.   The first "class reun-

ion" of future students is planned 

for this May.  

Families considering St. Ambrose 

Academy are encouraged to join 

the Active Waiting List to help 

the school plan for the future, and 

to help children form friendships 

with their future classmates.  

Please pray for our students as 

they attend the Youth 2000 

Retreat on Friday, February 26 

at the Bishop OôConnor Center. 

ñThe charism of YOUTH 2000 

is to lead young people, 

through prayer and instruction 

before the Blessed Sacrament to 

a personal encounter and ever-

deepening union of heart and 

mind with the Eucharistic heart 

of Jesus Christ.ò 

-Youth 2000 Madison brochure 
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Ryan, Monica and Clare Freng 

Y OUTH  2000 R ETREAT  

Olivia Smithmier-Bohn in her dorm 

chapel at Franciscan University 

Ryan and Monica Freng met at  

St. Paulôs University Catholic 

Center on the UW-Madison cam-

pus.  A couple dedicated to their 

faith, they were delighted when 

they learned of St. Ambrose 

Academy and its dedication to 

classical education and Catholic 

formation. 

Monica said, ñHaving gone to 

Ave Maria College in Michigan, 

which had a liberal arts curricu-

lum and emphasis on the classics, 

I personally experienced the great 

gift that the liberals arts are to 

students, faculty, and the commu-

nity, alike.   

ñI've been able to get to know a 

lot of St. Ambrose students, and 

participate at various events, and 

am thrilled to see that same spirit 

of discovery, and joy, and excel-

lence introduced to them at such a 

young age. I feel like one of the 

privileged few who was able to 

receive such an education in col-

lege, and am thrilled to see the 

students of St. Ambrose receive it 

now, in the most formative years 

of their lives.  I'm convinced that 

St. Ambrose is helping resurrect 

the legacy of good education, and 

Catholic education and our family 

supports it fully!ò 

Ryan works in the library technol-

ogy department for the Univer-

sity's library system by day, while 

developing a video & film pro-

duction company Backflip Films 

at any opportunity. Monica works 

as the Director of Parish Life & 

Mission at the Cathedral Par-

ish.  They have one daughter, 

Clare, (SAA Class of 2027), and 

are expecting again in July.   

W AITING  LIST: FUTURE AMBROSIANS 

 

To sign up for the Active 

Waiting List: 

 

Visit  

ambroseacademy.org 
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menu. 

 

 
Come meet Augustine Matenaer, 
Class of 2027, and other future 

classmates this May 

http://www.ambroseacademy.org./

